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L 

Acts and Laws 

Paſſed by the General Court, or Aſſembly of His Maj ſty's Ergliſs 
Colony of Connecticut in N:w Hul ind in 4merica : Begun, and 


Held at Hartford, on the Second Thu day of May, in the 
Tweaty Sixth Year of the Reign of Our Sovereign Lord 


GEORGE the Second, of Great Britain, Sc. KING. Amnnoque 


Domini, © 75 3. 


An Ac in Addition to the Law of this Colony, 
Enticuled, An Act for Reſtraining, Correcting, 
Suppreſſing, and Puniſhing Rogues, Vagabonds, 
Common Beggars, and other Lewd, Idle, Diſſo- 
lute, Profane, and Diforderly Perſons; and for ſet- 
ting them to Work: And for the more Effectual 
Preventing, and Puniſhmene of Theft. 


E ir Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, 
in General Court Allembled, and by rhe Aurhoziry of the lame, 
T hat the ſeveral County Courts in each of the Counties in this 
Colony, ſhall, and they are hereby Directed, and Required 

forthwith to Erect, Build, or otherways Provide a Fit, and Convenient 

Houſe, or Houſes of Correction, for the Purpoſes in ſaid Act mentioned, 

in their Reſpective Counties, aforeſaid ; and Tranſmit to this Aſſembly 

from Time to Time an Account of their Proceedings therein, until 
ſuch Houſe, or Houſes ſhall be Finiſhed : Unleſs in any County there 
be ſuch an Houſe, or Houſes already Provided; in which Cafe the 

County Court of that County are Required forthwith to put the ſame 

in good Repair, and Order, and Tranſmit the Accompt thereof to this 

Aſſembly, as aforeſaid, 1 N 

5 0 


And 
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And the better to Enable the ſaid County Courts to do the ſame. 


Be it further Enacted by rhe. Authority afozeſaid, That the 
ſaid County Courts be, and they Reſpectively are hereby fully Autho- 
rized, and Impowred to Aſſeſs, and Tax the Inhabitants of the County 
to which the Court belongs, in ſuch. Sum, or Sums as the Court ſhall 


judge Needful for the Purpoſe aforeſaid, 


And for the Collecting ſuch Tax, or Aſſeſsment to appoint Col- 
lector, or Collectors, and them to Authorize, and Impower by Warrant, 
or Warrants of Diſtreſs, Signed by the Clerk of ſaid Court : Which 
Collectors ſhall have the ſame Authority, and be under the ſame 
Regulations, and Penalties as other Collectors by the Laws of this 
Government have, and are Subje& unto. 


And the ſaid County Courts in their Reſpeflive Counties, ſhall not 
only appoint a Maſter, of ſuch Houſe, or Houſes according to ſaid Law; 
but ſhall alſo appoint two Overfeers of ſuch Houſe, or Houſes to take 
Care, and Provide Materials for alb Perſons Committed ther einto, to Work 
with, and upon : For which theyyſhall be Paid out ofthe County Treaſury; 
and the ſame ſhall be Drawn in, and Repaid to ſuch Treaſury accerding 
to the Direction, and Proviſion made in the Law, aforrſaid: Which 
Overſeers ſhall Render their Account to the County Court from, Time 
to Time, and ſhall Receive for their Service ſuch Reward as that 
Court ſhall judge to be Juſt, and Reaſonable, and Allow them to have, 


' Always Provided, That the County Courts of any Two Counties 


may, and are hereby Impowred to Agree together to Build One Houſe 


of Correction, if the ſame may be Convenient for both Counties; 
and to Proceed therein in ſuch Form, Manner, and Proportion as they 
ſhall Agree : And each County Court to Tax their Reſpective Counties, 
as aforeſaid. | 


And the Authority of that County wherein ſuch Houſe happens not 
to be, ſhall have as full Power, and Authority to Send, and Commit 
any Perfon, or Perſons to ſuch Houſe, as the ſaid Authority would by 
Law have, were the ſaid Houſe within the County to which they belong, 


Be it kurther Enacted by the Authoziry afozeſaid, That in Ad- 
dition to the Puniſnment for Theft already by Law provided; if the Con- 
viction for Theft be before Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, the 
Perſon Conxicted ſhall be Sentenced, and accordingly Committed by 
ſuch Authority to the Work-Houſe, or Houſe of Corretlion, there 


to be Kept to hard Labour; on the Firſt Conviction not leſs than 


One Month, and not exceeding Three Months : On the Second Con- 
viction, «not leſs than Three Months, and not more than Six: And 
on the Third Conviction, not leſs than One Year, and not more than 
Three Years. . 


* 

And in Caſe the Conviction for Theft ſhall be before the County 
Court, the Perſon Convicted ſhall by ſaid Court be Sentenced, and 
Committed to the Houſe of Correction, to Labour, as aforeſaid ; for 
the Firft Offence, at leaſt Six Months; and ſo for a longer Time, as 


te Court before whom the Conviction ſhall be ſhall Judge Proper, and 


Determine ; having Reſpect to the Circumſtances, and Aggravations 
of the Offence, and the Number of Convictions had. *. 
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Be it furrher Enaced by rhe Autrhoziry afozeſaſd, That the Charge 
of Proſecuting Perſons for Theft, upon their Conviction before the 
County Court ſhall be Anſwered, and Paid out of the County Trea- 
fury of that County wherein the Proſecution, and Conviction ſhall be: 
And that for Refunding the fame, One Half of the Treble Damages 
Recovered of the Perſon Convicted ſhall be, and belong to the ſaid 
County Treaſury, and be Paid therein accordingly : And in Caſe the 
Earnings of ſuch Convicted Perſons Labour in the Work- Houſe, clear 
of all lawful Deductions, be not ſufficient to pay the Charge of his 
Proſecution, and the ſaid Treble Damages; and he hath noEſtate to Satisfy 
the ſame, he ſhall be Diſpoſed of in Service to Anſwer the ſame, or 
the Remainder thereof, according as the Law hath before Provided, and 
Directed in ſuch Caſes. 

Be ft further Enacted by the Nuthozitp akozeſald, That every 
Perſon, or Perſons Receiving, and Concealing Stolen Goods, knowing 
them to be ſuch, ſhall, and may be Proceeded againſt as Principals, 
although the Perſon, or Perſons who committed the Theft be not thereof 
Convicted ; any Law, Uſage, or Cuſtom to the contrary notwithſtanding, 


And be it further Enaced by the Authozfty afozeſzid, That if 
any Perſon, or Perſons committed to the Houſe of Correction, ſhall 
Unlawfully Abſcond, or ſhall make his Eſcape therefrom, or Depart 
without the Licenſe of the Maſter of fad tJoufe, they ſhall, on being 
Returned to ſaid *Houſe again, be Correct-d by Whipping on the 
Naked Body, not exceeding Thirty Stripes for One Off-acez and fo 
Toties Quoties: Which Cocrections the alter hall from Time to 
Time be careful to fee duly Performed. ; | 


An Act Rcdlarting to Goats, 


E it Enacted by the Gavernour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 
General Court Aſſembled, and by the Autch92ity of the lame, 


That the Fees for Impounding Goats ſhall be for each Goat Tuo pence. 


* 

And it is further Enafted, That all Gozrs in any Towa in this Colony 
being ſound out of the Incloſure of th® Owner, or Owners of ſuch 
oats, may be lawfully Impounded ; and the Owner, or Owners of ſuch 
Goats ſo Impounded, ſhull pay Poundag?, and Damages : And the 
Namages done d ſuch Goats, whether within Incloſures, or not, ſhall he 
Determined in the ſame Manner as Dantzges done by other Creatures 
are, when Impounded from Incloſures Lawfully Fenced * Unleſs any 
Town ſhall Agree, and Order otherwiſe in their own Precincts. 
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An Act for appointing the Brand for Horſes, in 
the Towns of Saſſield, Enfield, and Somers, 


1* is Ozdered, and Enacted by this Court, That the Brand for 


Horſes for the Towa ot Suffie/d, hall be the following Letters in 
this Form, N And for the Town of Enfield, the Letter 7 And for 
the Town of Comers, the Figure following + a 
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